
April  17 & 18, 2009  

For the past two years, the Texas Association of 

Healthcare Interpreters and Translators (TAHIT) 

has gathered together translators, interpreters, 

trainers, program administrators, physicians,  

nurses and social workers to address issues in lan-

guage access and healthcare. This event has become 

the largest symposium on language access in the 

Southwestern United States. 

Participants from Massachusetts to Washington 

State have come to participate in sessions presented 

by nationally recognized individuals and organiza-

tions such as Dr. Glenn Flores, The Joint Commis-

sion*, The National Council on Interpreting in 

Health Care (NCIHC), and the Forum of Coordina-

tors of Interpreter Services (FOCIS). 

This yearôs symposium will be no different! Join us 

in the Texas Hill Country on April 17 th  & 18th 

for another unforgettable experience, in an          

unforgettable  location, addressing the issues  

affecting language access and healthcare. 

*  formerly known as The Joint Commission on Accreditation of 

Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO)  

aware of the struggles of 

LEP patients, the inherent 

flaws of the systems ex-

pected to meet their 

needs, and the organiza-

tions that serve them. As 

the center of Texas poli-

tics, Austin offers the rare 

opportunity to address 

language access issues at 

the front steps of the State 

Capitol. 

 The Texas Association of 

Healthcare Interpreters and 

Translators has members 

from across the state of 

Texas.  From the desert hills 

of El Paso and the glistening 

shores of Corpus Christi to 

the rose fields of Tyler, no 

other state features such di-

versity in geography, culture 

and people as does the great 

state of Texas. In an effort to 

provide professional develop-

ment to all of our members, 

the TAHIT Symposium Plan-

ning team is committed to 

bringing the annual sympo-

sium to a different city each 

year. Our first and second 

symposia were in 

the bayous of Hous-

ton and the stock 

yards of Fort Worth, 

respectively. 

This year TAHIT 

will host itôs annual 

symposium in the beautiful hill 

country of Austin, Texas.  Aus-

tin is one of the top five fastest 

growing metropolitan areas in 

the United States. The size of 

its LEP population continues 

to grow by leaps and bounds 

outpacing the growth of indi-

viduals who speak English. 

The Texas legislature contin-

ues to become increasingly 

The Texas  

Association of 

Healthcare  

Interpreters and 

Translators  was 

formed to address 

the inconsistency in 

qualifications for 

professional inter-

preters in the state 

of Texas. TAHIT is 

working to achieve 

standard  

qualifications for 

healthcare  

interpreters to  

ensure accurate 

transmission of vital 

medical information 

and provision of  

excellent  healthcare 

to all regardless of 

their ability to speak 

English. 
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Agenda-at-a-Glance 
Friday  

8:00 a.m.ð9:00 a.m.   Check-in/Continental Breakfast  

9:00 a.m.ð9:15 a.m.  WelcomeðJorge U. Ungo, TAHIT President 

9:15 a.m.ð10:15 a.m.  General Session/Keynote Speaker 

10:15 a.m. ð 10:30 a.m.  Break 

10:30 a.m.ð11:45 a.m.  Educational Sessions A 

11:45 a.m.ð1:15 p.m.  Lunch  (on your own)  

1:15 p.m.ð2:30 p.m.  Educational Sessions B 

2:30 p.m.ð2:45 p.m.  Break 

2:45 p.m.ð4:00 p.m.   Educational Sessions C 

5:00 p.m.ð7:00 p.m.  Reception 

Something for Everyone  
The TAHIT Symposium is an opportunity for our diverse membership to join to-

gether and discuss issues facing individuals of limited English proficiency in 

Healthcare. Breakout sessions are divided into two tracks. 

Track One  includes presentations designed for interpreters and translators. Past 

topics have included new advances in pediatrics, professional boundaries in 

healthcare, and team interpreting.  

Track Two  features sessions by leading experts designed for administrators of 

language service programs. Past speakers have included Dr. Christina Cordero 

from the Joint Commission, Dr. Glenn Flores from UT Southwestern, and Carla 

Fogaren & Tim Moriarty from the Forum of Coordinators of Interpreter Services.  

You may attend both tracks. Our goal is to provide a multifaceted program that 

will contribute to the professional development of our diverse membership.  

EXACT TOPICS 

AND SPEAKERS 

WILL BE 

ANNOUNCED ON 

MARCH 27, 2009  

Saturday  

8:30 a.m.ð9:30 a.m.   Check-in/Continental Breakfast  

8:45 a.m.ðnoon   Tour of Dell Childrenôs Medical Center 

9:30 a.m.ð10:45 a.m.  Educational Session D 

10:45 a.m. ð 11:00 a.m.  Break 

11:00 a.m.ð 12:15 p.m.  Educational Sessions E 

12:15 p.m.ð1:30 p.m.  Lunch 

1:30 p.m.ð2:45 p.m.  Educational Sessions F 

2:45 p.m.ð3:00 p.m.   Break 

3:00 p.m.ð4:00 p.m.   Closing Session/Guest Speaker 


